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The subject of reestablishing the Federal authority, and
of a reorganization of the State governments in the insur-
rectionary region was discussed. The Secretary of War
was requested to send copies of the modified plan to each
head of Department, and a special Cabinet-meeting was
ordered on Monday, the 8th, to consider the subject.

At the Cabinet-meeting the plan of asserting the Federal
authority and of establishing the State government in Vir-
ginia was fully considered. Stanton's project with several
radical amendments presented by me was adopted. I was
surprised and gratified with the alacrity and cheerfulness
he exhibited, and the readiness with which he adopted and
assented to most of my amendments. In one instance he
became a little pugnacious, Speed and Dennison having
dissented. Two of my recommendations were not adopted,
and as no other one presented amendments, I cared not to
appear fastidious, but am nevertheless satisfied I was right.
The session was long, over four hours.

May 9, Tuesday. A proclamation of amnesty proposed
by Speed was considered and, with some changes, agreed to.

The condition of North Carolina was taken up, and a
general plan of organization intended for all the Rebel
States was submitted and debated. No great difference of
opinion was expressed except on the matter of suffrage..
Stanton, Dennison, and Speed were for negro suffrage;
McCulloch, Usher, and myself were opposed. It was
agreed, on request of Stanton, we would not discuss the
question, but each express his opinion without preliminary
debate. After our opinions had been given, I stated I was
for adhering to the rule prescribed in President Lincoln's
proclamation, which had been fully considered and ma-
tured, and besides, in all these matters, I am for no further
subversion of the laws, institutions, and usages of the
States respectively, no* for Federal intermeddling in local
matters, than is absolutely necessary, in order to rid them
of the radical error which has caused our national trouble.